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WORLD WAR II NOTES 

From Versailles to Pearl Harbor 

Economic Despair 

• After WWI Germany in ___________________________________ 

• Germany’s Gov. unable to ________________________________________________________ 

• _______________________________________________ throughout Europe 

 

Post-War Inflation 

• Germany’s economy drained by __________________________________________ 

• __________________ more money to relieve the problem 

• Led to ______________________ 

• Mostly hurt _________________________________ 

 

Adolf Hitler 

• Born in ________________ In 1889 

• Enlisted in the ___________________ army 

• Joined the _______________________ in 1921 

• Led an uprising and _________________________________ 

• Wrote ___________________________ (My Struggle) 

• Promised benefits to ____________________________________________________________ 

• Believed the Germans were a ________________________________“Aryans” 
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Propaganda 

�By 1932 the ________________became the largest party in Germany 

�President appointed Hitler as the ____________________________________ 

�President died in _____________ 

�Hitler proclaimed the birth of the _____________________________ 

�Encourage students to join the _____________________________ 

�“______________________________” books burned 

�______________________ Jews from jobs 

�Jews had to register and wear __________________________________________________ 

�Treatment of Jews ______________________ in late 1930’s 

�Promised ____________________________________________ 

�Built __________________________________________________________________________________ 

�To pay for programs he increased _______________ and controlled ______________________________ 

 

Benito Mussolini 

�Italy also faced _________________________ & __________________________ problems after WWI 

�Unhappy with the _______________________________________________________ 

�_________________________________________ gained power- not effective. 

�Mussolini used the _____________________ to gain power 

�Fascism- condemned ___________________________ & despised ________________________________ 

�Aggressive ________________________ & glorification of ______________________________ 

• 1922 Mussolini seized power- _______________________________________ 

• Made own laws 

• Reduced ____________________________ 

• Modernized _____________________________ 

• Improved __________________________ & ______________________________ 

• Invaded ______________________ in 1936 
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Hitler & Mussolini 

�Both intervened in the __________________________________________________ 

�Cooperation between Italy & Germany in Spain led to an ___________________________   

�October 1936 created the _____________________________________________ 

�_______________________ Civil War ended  

�Nationalist prevailed 

�______________________, __________________, & ____________________ did little to stop the interference 

 

Militarist Take Control of Japan 

�Japan another _______________________________ 

�But not devastated by __________________ 

�Economy grew, but dependent on ______________________________________ 

�The __________________________________________________ caused problems 

�Dissatisfied with being a “____________________________________________” military leaders sought 

to expand lands in ________________ 

�1931- Japan attacked _______________________________ (China) 

�1932- __________________________ took control of Gov. 

�Sought support from __________________________ leaders 

�Formed the ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hitler & Chamberlain 

�Hitler violated the ________________________________________________ (Austria & France) 

�_______________________ & _______________________- no action 

�Chamberlain’s approach- _________________________________ 

�France wanted a ______________________ approach 

�Next he turned to ___________________________________________ 

�Conference called to _______________________________________________ 

German Aggression Continues 

�Appeasement at the ___________________________________________________ alienated Soviets 
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�1939 Hitler overran the rest of ____________________________________ 

�_________________________________ shocked! 

�Next Hitler made demands in _______________________ 

�_____________________ and ____________________ would support Poland 

�_____________________ wanted connection with France and Britain 

�Hitler desperate for ___________________________________ to stay out of things 

�August 23rd, 1939 Hitler and Stalin signed the ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

GGeerrmmaannyy  AAddvvaanncceess  

••  HHiittlleerr  pprroocceeeeddeedd  wwiitthh      ______________________________________________________________________________________________  ((SSeepptt..  11993399))  

••  ________________________________________________________  ––  lliigghhttnniinngg  wwaarr  

••  GGrreeaatt  BBrriittaaiinn  &&  FFrraannccee  ______________________________________________________________________  GGeerrmmaannyy  

••  TThhee  ____________________________________________________________________________________  bbeeggaann  

 

Early Events of WWII 

• Stalin’s armies move into __________________________, _____________________, and _______________ 

• Hitler takes __________________, _____________________, ________________, and _______________________ 

• Miracle of ________________________ - (describe) _________________________________________________ 

• June 20, 1940 – France _________________________________ 

  

TThhee  BBaattttllee  ooff  BBrriittaaiinn  

••  ____________________________________________________________________________________  bbeeccoommeess  tthhee  nneeww  BBrriittiisshh  PPrriimmee  MMiinniisstteerr  

••  ______________________________________________________________________________  aattttaacckkeedd  BBrriittiisshh  cciittiieess  

••  BBoommbbeedd  ________________________________________  ffoorr  5577  nniigghhttss  

••  RRAAFF  ––  ____________________________________________________________________________________;;  rraaddaarr  ––  pprroovveedd  HHiittlleerr  ccoouulldd  bbee  ssttooppppeedd  
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Hitler Attacks the Soviet Union 

••  JJuunnee  11994411  ––  HHiittlleerr  aattttaacckkss  __________________________________________________________________________________________  

••  ____________________________________________________________________________________;;  ccoolldd  wwiinntteerr  

••  22  ½½  yyeeaarr  ssiieeggee  ooff  __________________________________________________________  

America’s Response 

• Americans watched _______________________________________ 

• Most wanted to ___________________________________________ 

• Memories of ______________________________ too fresh 

• Dealing with ____________________________________________________ 

• Isolationism _____________________________________________________________ 

• _______________________________________________ of 1935 passed  

 

The Imminence of War 

• ___________________________________ had to convince Americans 

• U.S. ________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________ 1941 

• August 1941, Churchill & Roosevelt created _____________________________________ 

 

Bombing of Pearl Harbor 

• ______________________________ aggression a concern of the U.S. 

• Threatening U.S. supplies of natural resources in ____________________________________ &  

_________________________________________________ 

• The _____________________________________ moved to Pearl Harbor- demonstrating readiness 

• Both sides eager to _____________________________________________ 
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• _________________________ made plans while negotiations were being made 

• ______________________________________________ Japanese attack fleet set sail 

• December 7, 1941 ______________________________________________________- devastated U.S. 

 

Declaration of War 

• The next day ________________________________________________ declared war 

FDR Signs Declaration of War 

• Within a few hours of the speech, Congress ____________________________________ 

Allied Powers 

• ____________________________________, _________________________________, & _____________________  

Axis Powers 

• ________________________________, ______________________, & ______________________ 

• The attack on Pearl Harbor ___________________________________________________ 

 

WWII – The Allied Victory 
NNaazzii  EEuurrooppee  

•                                      Governments set up in occupied lands 

• Slavs pushed aside to make room for Germans –___________________________                                            

• Slave labor camps in German war industries 

• Every time a resistance movement struck the Germans struck back by 

_______________________________________________. 

NNaazzii  GGeennoocciiddee  
••  eexxtteerrmmiinnaattee  aallll  ““______________________________________””  ppeeoopplleess  

oo  JJeewwss,,  SSllaavvss,,  GGyyppssiieess,,  aanndd  mmeennttaallllyy  iillll  

••  ““______________________________________””  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  pprroobblleemm..    WWHHYY??  ((aannttii--SSeemmiittiissmm))  

oo  ________________________________________  ––  ddeelliibbeerraattee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  aallll  EEuurrooppeeaann  JJeewwss  

••  ““________________________________________________””  iinn  PPoollaanndd..  

••  ________________________________________––  oovveerr  ______________  mmiilllliioonn  JJeewwss  kkiilllleedd  

••  SSoommee  ttrriieedd  ttoo  __________________________________________________;;  ootthheerrss  ttrriieedd  nnoott  ttoo  sseeee  

• “Work Will Make You __________” 
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Japan’s Co-Prosperity Sphere 
••  ““AAssiiaa  ffoorr  ________________________””  ––  aannttii--iimmppeerriiaalliissmm  

••  JJaappaanneessee  EEmmppiirree  

••  TTrreeaatteedd  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  aanndd  ootthheerrss  bbrruuttaallllyy  

••  SSllaavvee  __________________________  

••  ____________________________________________________  WWaarrffaarree  

  

TThhee  AAlllliieedd  WWaarr  EEffffoorrtt  
••  TThhee  ““____________________________________””  

••  __________________________________________,,  ____________________________________________  &&  ______________________________  

••  SSttrraatteeggyy::    ffiinniisshh  tthhee  wwaarr  iinn  EEuurrooppee  aanndd  tthheenn  ggoo  aafftteerr  ______________________________  

  

••  LLaacckk  ooff  ________________________  

••  ________________________________  wwaanntteedd  aa  sseeccoonndd  EEuurrooppeeaann  ffrroonntt  ooppeenneedd  

••  11994444  

  

TToottaall  WWaarr  
• Factories forced to build _________________________ 

• ________________ consumer goods 

• End of the __________________ 

• Censorship / ____________________________ 

• Japanese Americans lost their ______________ 

• ________________ – jobs, auxiliary roles in the armed forces 

 

North Africa 
••  FFeebb..  11994411--  ____________________________________________  wwaass  ppllaacceedd  aatt  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  aa  ttaannkk  uunniitt  iinn  __________________________  

••  EEaarrnneedd  tthhee  nniicckknnaammee,,  ““______________________________________________””  

••  GGeerrmmaannyy  wwaass  cclloossee  ttoo  ccoonnttrroolllliinngg  ________________________________________,,  tthhee  ________________________CCaannaall,,  aanndd  tthhee  ooiill  

ffiieellddss  ooff  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  ________________________  

  

TTuurrnniinngg  PPooiinnttss  

• _________________________ – 1942 

• British General ______________________ turned back German General ___________________ 

• American General ________________________took a force from West Africa to trap 

_________________ 

• Rommel surrendered in May __________.  Why was this victory important? 
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� Invasion of ______________________ – 1943 

• Allies move from ______________ to _____________ 

• Defeated the __________________ in about a month 

• Italians overthrew _______________________ and signed an ______________________ 

• ________________ sent troops to help 

• Weakened ____________________ (2 fronts) 

• Allies advance slowly 

  

TThhee  RReedd  AArrmmyy  RReessiissttss  
• 1941 – German Army stalled outside of ___________________ and _________________ 

• 1942 – Hitler turned towards __________________________________________ 

Battle of ________________________ 

• _________________ determined to keep the city 

• Surrounded by __________________ 

• Russian troops ___________________ the Germans 

• Fighting in the streets 

• 1943 – German commander ______________________________ 

• Counterattack – Germans driven out of ____________________________________ 

  

IInnvvaassiioonn  ooff  FFrraannccee  --  11994444  
••  GGeenneerraall  DDwwiigghhtt  EEiisseennhhoowweerr  ––  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

••  GGaatthheerr  ssuupppplliieess;;  aaiirr  rraaiiddss  oonn  ________________________________________________  

 

JJuunnee  66,,  11994444  ––  ________________________________  
••  ________________________________  ttrrooooppss  ffeerrrriieedd  aaccrroossss  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  CChhaannnneell  ttoo  __________________________________________________  

••  AAddvvaanncceedd  ttoowwaarrddss  ________________________________  ((AAuugg..  2255))  

  

TToowwaarrdd  VViiccttoorryy  

WWaarr  iinn  tthhee  PPaacciiffiicc  
• Much different from the War in ________________ 

• Fought at sea, on _______________ and in _________________ 

• Japanese won uninterrupted victories until __________________________ 

• May / June 1942 – Battles of _____________________ and __________________ 

o Stopped Japanese ________________ 

o Weakened the ________________________________ 
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IIssllaanndd  HHooppppiinngg  CCaammppaaiiggnn  
• Recapture islands – avoid Japanese stronghold islands 

• Led by General ____________________________________________ 

• U.S. built ___________________________ on captured islands 

• 1944, U.S. ___________________________ and _____________________ Japan 

• October 1944, MacArthur “returns” to ______________________________________ 

• Japan would not _________________________ 

  

IIwwoo  JJiimmaa  
••  2255--ddaayy  ffiigghhtt  --  ______________________________  AAmmeerriiccaann  ccaassuuaallttiieess  

••  MMaarrcchh  ________________________  

Okinawa 
• April to June 1945 

• _______________ American deaths 

  

NNaazziiss  DDeeffeeaatteedd  

••  ________________________________________________________________________________________  

––  AAlllliieess  aaddvvaanncceedd  iinnttoo  ______________________________________________  ((DDeecc..  11994455))  

––  ______________________________________  llaauunncchheedd  oonnee  llaasstt  ccoouunntteerraattttaacckk  

––  AAlllliieess  bbeenndd  bbuutt  ddoonn’’tt  bbrreeaakk  

••  __________________________________________  ––  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  ooff  aarroouunndd  tthhee  cclloocckk  bboommbbiinngg  ooff  ________________________________________  

––  GGeerrmmaannyy  __________________________________________________________  iinn  tthhee  aaiirr  

••  MMaarrcchh  11994455  ––  AAlllliieess  ccrroossss  iinnttoo  ______________________________________________________________________  

••  __________________________________  cclloossee  iinn  ffrroomm  tthhee  eeaasstt  

••  __________________________________________________  eexxeeccuutteedd  iinn  IIttaallyy  

••  __________________________________  kknneeww  tthhee  eenndd  wwaass  nneeaarr  ((__________________________________))  

••  MMaayy  77,,  11994455  

••  GGeerrmmaannyy  __________________________________________________  

••  ____________________________________________________  ((MMaayy  88,,  11994455))  
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DDeeffeeaatt  ooff  ________________________________________  

••  AAlllliieess  ccoouulldd  ffooccuuss  oonn  JJaappaann  

••  ________________________________________,,  JJaappaann’’ss  ______________________________  aanndd  ____________________________________________  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  

••  JJaappaann  ssttiillll  hhaadd  aa  ________________________________________________________________________________  aarrmmyy  

  

IInnvvaassiioonn  vvss..  TThhee  BBOOMMBB  

• _______________________________: estimated 1 million casualties 

• No sign of ______________________________ 

• ____________________________ – suicide pilots.  What does this say about their culture? 

• _______________________:  split atoms to create a powerful explosion 

• Intended for _______________________________ 

• Tested in ___________________________________ (July 1945) 

  

TThhee  BBoommbb  

••  WWaarrnniinngg::    SSuurrrreennddeerr  oorr  ffaaccee  ““____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________””  

••  JJaappaann  ________________________________  tthhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee  

••  ____________________________________________  ((AAuugg..  66,,  11994455))  

••  FFllaatttteenneedd  ____________________________________________________  

••  ________________________________________________  ddiieedd  iinnssttaannttllyy  

••  ________________________________________________________  wwaarrnneedd  ooff  aa  ““____________________________________________””  

• ________________________  declared war on _______________ 

• Still ____________________________________ from Japan 

• __________________________________ (Aug. 9, 1945) 

• Killed ___________________________ 

• August 10, 1945 – _____________________________________________ surrendered 

• _____________________________ (treaty signed) 

• Should we have used the bomb?  Why?___________________________________________ 

• Germany divided into four zones 

 

 (________________, __________________, _____________________, __________________) 


