Chapter 27 Reading Guide: The Islamic Empires

Directions:  On a separate sheet of paper write out your response for each question in complete sentences.  The purpose of the questions listed below is to help you think about important concepts as you read.  It is not necessary for you to write down lengthy responses for every answer.  No matter the length of the response, make sure as always that you DO YOUR OWN WORK!

1. What is the Taj Mahal?  Why was it built?  

2. What three Islamic empires ruled during the Early Modern Era?

3. Who was responsible for the establishment of the Ottoman Empire?  How long did the Ottoman Empire exist?  What was the main purpose of the Ottomans?  Be sure to discuss Ghazi.

4. Look at the map on page 597.  What regions did the Ottomans occupy during the Early Modern Era?  Indicate this area on your map.
5. Describe the Ottoman cities of Gallipoli, Edime, and Bursa.  Label on your map.

6. How did the Ottomans build their state?

7. Who were the devshirme?  Describe in detail.

8. Who were the Janissaries?

9. Who captured Constantinople in 1453?

10. What kind of government did Mehmed establish?

11. How did Suleyman the Magnificent contribute to the Ottoman Empire?  How did he do this?

12. Who was Shah Ismail and what empire did he establish?  Locate and label this region on the map in yellow.  Describe in words the extent of the empire’s occupation.
13. What was the official religion of Shah Ismail’s empire?  On who did he impose his faith?  

14. What regions did Shah Ismail seize control of?  Indicate this area on your map.  Label the regions.  

15. Who fought at the Battle of Chaldiran?  How long did the two empires remain in conflict?  

16. From whom was Babur descended?  What was his interest in northern India?  What was his dynasty called?  What was its Persian translation?   Look at the map on page 597.  On your map, color in the area of the Mughal empire during this period.
17. Babur’s grandson, Akbar, was the real “architect” of the empire.  Describe the political organization of the Mughal empire under Akbar.  
18. How did Akbar attempt to reduce tension between Hindu and Muslim communities in India?

19. What became of the Mughal empire under Aurangzeb?

20. What similarities did the Ottoman and Mughal societies share in their development?
21. How did the decisions practiced by the rulers of the Islamic empires reflect steppe traditions?  Give specific examples.

22. Steppes practices in the Mughal empires reflected problems with succession.  Discuss the kinds of problems they faced regarding succession.

23. How did the Ottomans deal with succession?  What previous empire used the same practice?

24. Discuss the role of women in the Islamic empires.

25. What crops did the Islamic empires rely on?  How did the Colombian Exchange impact the Islamic empires?
26. How did the introduction of tobacco and coffee impact the Islamic empires during the Early Modern Era?

27. Why were the Mughals not as concerned about foreign trade as the Ottomans and the Safavids?

28. Describe the religious make-up of the Ottomans and the Mughals.
29. Who were the Sikhs?  Where was this faith prominent in the Early Modern Era?  Discuss the many influences of Akbar’s efforts to find a religious synthesis in Mughal India.

30. Discuss the Islamic empires’ practices toward non-Muslims during the Early Modern Era.  In your description, discuss dhimmi and  jizya. How was the Mughal empire different from the Ottomans and Safavids in this way?

31. What was the most visible expression of imperial majesty?  

32. Read the descriptions of the important cities of the Ottoman and Mughal empires on pages 607 and 608.  Also look at the pictures of some of the architecture on pages 607-609.  Describe key aspects of the cities of each empire: (Istanbul – Ottoman and Fatehpur Sikri – Mughal).   Put the two cities on your map.  
33. What major changes occurred in the Islamic empires between the 17th and 18th centuries?  

34. Name three  problems the three Islamic dynasties faced that contribute to their decline.  
35. Religious tensions occurred in all three empires.  Discuss a specific religious challenge that was unique to the Ottoman and Mughal Empires.
36. What economic changes occurred in the Islamic empires during the 18th century?  
37. Explain why the cost of maintaining an expensive military and administrative empire brought about economic decline in the Islamic empires.  

38. How did officials respond to the loss of control over remote provinces?  What was the result?

39. The caption to the picture on page 610 says, “All the Islamic empires fought numerous wars, many of which exhausted resources without adding to the productive capacities of the empires.”  What is meant by this statement?

40. How did Muslims feel about European cultural and technological developments during this period?  How did this attitude impact Islamic culture and society?
41. Why was the use of the printing press slow to develop in the Islamic empires?  In what ways does this reflect an attitude similar to the Ming, Qing, and Tokugawa rulers?  

