Academic Integrity
At this time in your education career, it is more important than ever to have Academic Integrity. This means that you must take pride in your work but submitting work that is your own ability. 

You know what “cheating” looks like – simply copying work from someone else. This can also include sharing work with another student when the work should be yours alone. 

We are also going to explore “plagiarism”: Any time you “cut and paste” or copy material from the internet, or from a book, you must announce to your instructor that this material was created by someone other than yourself.  Typically this is done by placing the copied text within quotation marks, such as “To be, or not to be… that is the question.”  If you are quoting a large section of text, you may want to indent the text and italicize it, such as:


When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bonds which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

· Declaration of Independence

This signifies to the reader that you did not write this text yourself, but rather took it from the listed source.  

Please be reminded that it is not acceptable to cut and paste a passage from the internet, change one or two words, and then claim credit for the material.  That is an example of plagiarism.  For example:

When, throughout history, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bonds which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of the God of nature entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which inspired them to leave in the first place.
-Lee Cameron
This would be plagiarism.  I have changed a few portions of the material and tried to convince the reader that I should be given credit for writing it. 

***Paraphrasing (putting someone’s words into your own different words) can still be considered plagiarism if you do not give credit to the source. If it is not your original thought or common knowledge, someone else should be receiving credit. 

In some cases students try to combine material from several different websites and then take credit for it as if it were their own.  This is also plagiarism.  Even if you take 1 sentence from 10 different sources, then combine them into a 10 sentence paragraph, it is still plagiarism.  Even if you cite all 10 sources within your bibliography, you must still put the copied material within quotes and give the author credit within your paper. 
Remember, it is not acceptable to say “But I put that source in my bibliography, why can’t I cut and paste it to my paper?”    Even if you are citing that source in your bibliography, you must always put copied material within quotation marks and give credit to the author.  If you fail to properly identify the copied material as a quote, you are guilty of plagiarism.  For instructions on how to correctly identify copied material as a quote, see paragraph 1 of this document. 

As it pertains to assessments (anything falling within the 70% category), plagiarized work will be considered cheating and will result in a zero on the assignment; this work may be correctly redone for up to 50% of the earned score (ex: if the work resubmitted would have earned an 80%, the student will receive a final score of 40%). If the work is not properly fixed, the grade will remain a zero. 
This also applies to group work. Please remember, just as the entire group shares the grade for the assignment, they also share accountability for the legitimacy of the content. If one member of the group plagiarizes, the entire group will be held accountable. For this reason it is very important that you choose your group members wisely. This also pertains to copying another student’s work; both students will be penalized. 

If caught plagiarizing or cheating, the teacher will notify Mrs. Mayer (APC), and Mrs. Mayer will notify the student and parents of the consequences, including a zero for the assignment.  
The above policies apply to ALL of your classes.

Thank you,

FMS Teachers
