
Leon County Schools 
ACADEMIC SERVICES |       

Grades 9 and 10 English Language Arts, Week 
Two 

USING CLAIMS AND EVIDENCE IN ARGUMENT 

 

  

Overview: This lesson will engage students in a debate over the role of robots and automated 
technology in the workplace. Students will review three texts to analyze the arguments of 
others, and will compose their own argument based upon the claims and evidence they read. 
This week’s language and mechanics practice focuses on the use of phrases. 

Florida Standards Covered: LAFS.910.RI.3.8 Delineate and evaluate the claims and evidence 
used in a text; LAFS.910.RI.1.2 Evaluating central ideas and claims in a text; LAFS.910.RI.2.6 
Understanding the use of rhetoric; LAFS.910.L.1.1 Demonstrate the commands of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking (b. use various types of phrases) 
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Name__________________________________________________  
 
 
Part One: Evaluating Claims and Evidence in an Argument 
 

Argumentative Writing 
1. Read the introductory material below on the use of claims and evidence in an argument. 

When writers formulate arguments, they make various claims and defend their claims through the use of 
evidence.  
 
A claim persuades, argues, convinces, proves, or provocatively suggests something to a reader who may or 
may not initially agree with you. Claims can be formulated as statements of cause and effect, suggestions for 
policy, definition, or action, or an expression of values. 
 
The following scenarios show a variety of claims that could be made to defend an argument. 

A teenager who wants a new cellular phone makes the following claims: 
 Every other girl in her school has a cell phone. 
 She will be safer with a cell phone because she can call 911. 
 A cell phone with Internet access will help her do homework. 

A politician arguing for a new domestic spending program makes the following claims: 
 The economy will be improved by the influx of money into the market. 
 Jobs will be created by the new program. 
 The program will improve infrastructure by repairing out-of-date roads, bridges, etc. 

A charity applying for grant funds to increase its work makes the following claims: 
 The additional funding will allow the charity to help an additional 100 people per year. 
 They already have an action plan for how to use the funding, and a method to evaluate the effectiveness of 

their programming. 
 A recent survey shows an additional need for the work of this charity in the community. 

 
In argument, evidence refers to facts, documentation or testimony used to strengthen a claim, support an 
argument or reach a conclusion. Evidence can come in factual, logical, statistical, or anecdotal forms. 
 

2. Read the opinion piece “Robots in the Workplace” by Robert Samuelson (Text One). As you 
read, annotate the text to mark the author’s claims and evidence throughout. 

 
3. After reading and annotating the article, complete the graphic organizer “Evaluating an 

Argument.” After completing the graphic organizer for text one, you will read texts two and 
three. 
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Text One 
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Evaluating an Argument 

 
Complete the organizer below after reading Text One, “Robots in the Workplace” 

 
Argument (What is the author’s overall position?): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claim #1 (What is one point the author made to support his argument?): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did the author use evidence to 
support this claim? 

 
 
 

Yes 

 
 
 

No 

Which paragraph(s) contains this supporting 
evidence?  
 
Paragraph Number(s): 
 
 

Is the evidence used to support 
the claim thorough? 

 
Yes 

 

 
No 

 
What evidence could be added 
to further or better support this 
claim? 

 
 
 
 
 

Claim #2 (What is another point the author made to support his argument?): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did the author use evidence to 
support this claim? 

 
 
 

Yes 

 
 
 

No 

Which paragraph(s) contains this supporting 
evidence?  
 
Paragraph Number(s): 
 
 

Is the evidence used to support 
the claim thorough? 

 
Yes 

 

 
No 

 
What evidence could be added 
to further or better support this 
claim? 
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Text Two 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MACHINES TRANSFORM THE ENGLISH TEXTILE 

INDUSTRY 
 June 13, 1786 

 
  

 

The Industrial Revolution began in England in the late 1700s. The introduction of new 

machines revolutionized the country's clothmaking industry. However, not everybody in 

England was happy about this transformation. Below are two different viewpoints about 

these machines. 

 

READING FOCUS: 

How do the Yorkshire Cloth Workers and the Leeds Cloth Merchants differ in their 

opinions about the machines? 

 

 

Viewpoint 1, by the Yorkshire Cloth Workers 

 

The scribbling machines mentioned in this notice by the Yorkshire cloth workers were 

used to prepare wool for spinning. 

 

The number of Scribbling-Machines extending about seventeen miles south-west of 

Leeds, exceed all belief, being no less than one hundred and seventy! and as each machine 

will do as much work in twelve hours, as ten men can in that time do by hand, (speaking 

within bounds) and they working night-and day, one machine will do as much work in 

one day as would otherwise employ twenty men. . . 

 

How are those men, thus thrown out of employ to provide for their families;—and what 

are they to put their children apprentice to, that the rising generation may have something 

to keep them at work, in order that they may not be like vagabonds strolling about in 

idleness? Some say, Begin and learn some other business.—Suppose we do; who will 

maintain our families, whilst we undertake the arduous task; and when we have learned it, 

how do we know we shall be any better for all of our pains; for by the time we have 

served our second apprenticeship, another machine may arise, which may take away that 

business also . . . 

 

 

Leeds lntelligencer and Leeds Mercury, June 13, 1786

Copyright © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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Text Three 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MACHINES TRANSFORM THE ENGLISH TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

1791 

 

Viewpoint 2, by the Leeds Cloth Merchants 

 

The Leeds cloth merchants issued this proclamation in 1791 as an advertisement to defend 

the use of machinery in the textile industry. 

 

At a time when the People, engaged in every other Manufacture in the Kingdom, are 

exerting themselves to bring their Work to Market at reduced Prices, which can alone be 

effected by the Aid of Machinery, it certainly is not necessary that the Cloth Merchants of 

Leeds, who depend chiefly on a Foreign Demand, where they have for Competitors the 

Manufacturers of other Nations, whose Taxes are few, and whose manual Labour is only 

Half the Price it bears here, should have Occasion to defend a Conduct, which has for its 

Aim the Advantage of the Kingdom in general, and of the Cloth Trade in particular . . . 

 

In the Manufacture of Woollens, the Scribbling Mill, the Spinning Frame, and the Fly 

Shuttle, have reduced manual Labour nearly One-third, and each of them at its first 

Introduction carried an Alarm to the Work People, yet each has contributed to advance the 

Wages and to increase the Trade . . . 

 

 

The Leeds Woollen Industry. 1780-1820 

Copyright © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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Supporting a Claim 
After reading the documents titled “Machines Transform the English Textile Industry,” (texts two and three) 
complete the questions below. 
 
Viewpoint 1, by the Yorkshire Cloth Workers (Text Two) 

A: What argument is made in this document? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B: Provide an example of words, phrases, or sentences that support your answer to question A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C: How could this document be used in the argument from “Robots in the Workplace?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Viewpoint , by the Leeds Cloth Merchants (Text Three) 

A: What argument is made in this document? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B: Provide an example of words, phrases, or sentences that support your answer to question A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C: How could this document be used in the argument from “Robots in the Workplace?” 
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Making an argument 
 
Consider where you have encountered automated technology that has replaced a human worker in your life. 
This should be something other than the examples from the readings. You might use things like: self-checkout 
machines at stores, automated toll booths, Roombas or other robotic chore machines, self-serve car washes, 
etc. Describe the advantages and disadvantages of this technology below. 
 

Technology: 
 
 
 
 

Where you encounter it: 

Describe how this machine works and consider the human activity (work) it replaces: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advantages of this technology: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disadvantages of this technology: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Writing Task: Consider the arguments and opinions made in the readings and the notes you just made. On 
your own paper, write a brief argument either supporting or opposing the use of automated technologies. Your 
argument should include at least one example from the readings as well as the technology that you described 
as evidence to support your claim. 
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Part Two: Language and Mechanics Skills  
 
Types of Prepositional Phrases 
 
A phrase is a group of related words that is used as a single part of speech. A phrase does not contain both a 
verb and its subject. 
 
A prepositional phrase includes a preposition, the object of the preposition, and any modifiers of that object. 
(NOTE: Prepositions are words which show direction or relationship such as in, to, by, with, from…) 
 
Example 1: A koala is a marsupial, a mammal with an external abdominal pouch. 
The bolded portion of the sentence above is an example of a prepositional phrase. The preposition is 
the word “with,” and the object of the preposition is the word “pouch.” “External” and “Abdominal” 
are words modifying the word pouch. 
 
Example 2: The mole burrowed under our lawn. 
The bolded portion of the sentence above is an example of a prepositional phrase. The preposition is 
the word “under” and the object of the preposition is “lawn.” The word “our” describes the lawn. 
 
There are two main types of prepositional phrases: Adverb Phrases and Adjective Phrases. 
 
Adjective Phrases are prepositional phrases that modify, or describe, other nouns or pronouns in the 
sentence. 
 
Example 1: A koala is a marsupial, a mammal with an external abdominal pouch. 
This prepositional phrase is an ADJECTIVE PHRASE because it provides more information to describe, 
or modify, the word “mammal.” 
 
Adverb Phrases are preposition phrases that modify, or describe, verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. Adverb 
phrases usually tell when, where, why, how, or to what extent. 
 
Example 2: The mole burrowed under our lawn. 
The bolded portion of the sentence above is an ADVERB PHRASE because it describes the verb 
“burrowed” by providing more information about where the mole burrowed. 
 
Exercise One: For each of the following sentence, underline the prepositional phrase. Then, write next 
to the sentence to identify the phrase as either an ADJECTIVE PHRASE or ADVERB PHRASE. 
 

1. The tall building with the statues out front is the art museum. 

2. The red notebook is used for our English class. 

3. The selection committee was impressed with the candidates. 

4. After a long day at work, we decided to spend the evening quietly at home. 

5. I saw a raccoon running through the backyard. 

6. Early in June, my family holds a reunion for all of our relatives. 

7. The tools in the garage were no use to us if we could not open the door. 

8. The resources from the internet are good, but I prefer printed articles. 

9. The rosebush in the planter box out front has seen better days. 

10. After arguing to stay up late, my younger brother eventually to sleep in the guest bedroom. 

 


